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Canadian Cancer Society position
statement

The link between pesticides and
cancer

A model bylaw

Other reasons for a bylaw
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Position Statement:

The Canadian Cancer Society is very
concerned about the use of potential
carcinogens for the purposes of enhancing
the appearance of lawns and gardens, as

well as parks, recreational facilities, and
golf courses
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Since the cosmetic use
of pesticides has no
countervailing health
benefit, and has the
potential to cause harm,
the Canadian Cancer

Society calls for a ban
restricting the cosmetic
use of pesticides on
lawns and gardens
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Health Impact:

Pesticides are substances intended to

kill or otherwise control insects,
weeds, fungi, or pests

There is a growing body of evidence
linking exposure to pesticides with
certain types of cancers
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e Studies have
linked pesticide
exposure to both
adult and
childhood cancers

Infants and
children are at
greater risk from
the effects of
pesticides
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e Many scientists believe that with
further research, the proportion of
cancer deaths related to
environmental carcinogens will be in
the range of 5-10%.

The cosmetic use of pesticides (that
IS, pesticides used on lawns and
gardens to improve their
appearance) would cause a small
proportion of the cases and deaths
attributed to environmental
pollution.
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The Precautionary Principle:

Since the cosmetic use of pesticides are
non-essential, and has the potential to
cause harm, the Canadian Cancer Society
endorses the use of the precautionary
principle

“It is better to be safe than sorry”
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Cosmetic Pesticide
Bylaws:

In 2001, the Supreme
Court of Canada, in a
landmark decision, upheld

the right of municipalities to
pass bylaws restricting the
cosmetic use of pesticides
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Since then,

127 Canadian municipalities have adopted
the precautionary approach to pesticide use
and moved to ban the use of cosmetic

pesticides.




Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting - March 20, 2007

Y A canadian ) . ]
L Cancer Cosmetic Pesticides: an idea

Wi Society whose time has gone

HELVLSF CARLARRELA SO RS

Which BC Municipalities have
Pesticide Bylaws:

Gibsons — 2005

Port Moody — Jan 1, 2006
Vancouver — Jan 1, 2006
West Vancouver — Jan 1, 2006

Maple Ridge — December 12, 2006
North Vancouver — education
Comox — 3™ reading

Cumberland — drafted

Nelson — 31 reading

New Westminster - drafted
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Components of an
ideal bylawv:

Restricts, not just
educates

Allows for use of pesticides

In exceptional situations

Does not allow permits

Includes public
awareness/education
program
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Pitt Meadows should consider a
pesticide bylaw:

e It shows leadership, and is the right
thing to do

e It will stimulate business that
specializes in alternative lawn care,
and grow alternative offerings.

e It will add to the desirability of the
city as a tourist destination.
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A pesticide bylaw will raise the city’s
profile as a place that cares about the
health of its citizens and the environment,
and is a safe and healthy place to raise
children.
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 The public typically supports it

e |t can be easy
— If done in a phased-in approach
e Educate and then restrict
e Complaint and then fine
— There are many model bylaws

e Peterborough, Port Moody and West
Vancouver
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There are many natural
alternatives to pesticides:

e Use Natural alternatives

e Healthy lawn practices

e Grow Native plants




Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting - March 20, 2007

TV A Canadi ] . )
B q g:;‘gfm Cosmetic Pesticides: an idea
W a_ Society whose time has gone

HELVLSF CARLARRELA SO RS

Pitt Meadows is the

City of Pitt Meadows
77

3 “The Natural Place
I\Eil to pass a pesticide

ﬂnmﬁua

bylaw.






